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STANISLAUS COUNTY
IHSS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES
08/10/07
Committee Members Present:

Kenny Brown
Mary Burch
Connie Muller

Rose Martin
Linda White

Committee Members Absent:

* Dwight Bateman
*Joan Blackwell
* Jose Cisneros

*Jose Acosta
*George Sharp

IHSS & Link2Care Staff Present:

Robert Taylor
Jennifer DeSanto

Jeff Lambaren
Maria Childers

*Advance notice given.
OPENING REMARKS by Mary Burch
• Meeting called to order at 1:02 pm
PUBLIC COMMENT:
• No public comment.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
• Not enough members present for a quorum, approval of minutes deferred to next meeting.
PUBLIC AUTHORITY
• The IHSS Advisory Report to the Community was approved by the Board of Supervisors on
7/24/07. The report will be sent to all Providers and Recipients on the IHSS program.
• The Advisory committee website is being updated both for content as well as design. The new
site will reflect the changes to all county sites and have updated scheduling, budgeting,
reporting and member information. The county wide website updates are due October 12th, and
the new website is expected to be active shortly after that date.
• A new notice about medical benefits will be placed in the hire packets for IHSS Providers. An
example was given to members and Jeff requested that feedback be given. The notice is a
result of providers stating they are still unaware that insurance benefits are available, so putting
it in every hire packet will supplement the existing notification methods. The notice explains the
benefit eligibility requirements and contact information for enrolling.
• New registry policies were presented in draft form to all members. Jeff requested that members
review the policies and provide feedback. The policy addresses discipline for providers and
recipients who abuse the registry services. Examples of abuse of the system were given, such
as mistreatment of providers, excessive registry requests, etc.

STRIVING TO BE THE BEST COUNTY IN AMERICA

•

Linda White was reappointed by the Board. The delay of the appointment was due to an
oversight, but has been corrected.

STATE BUDGET STATUS
• Jeff read a letter from Fabian Nunez, the Speaker of the State Assembly, addressed to Senator
Ackerman regarding the deadlock over the budget. Based on the letter and comments from
analysts, the budget is expected to be delayed for a considerable amount of time.
• Supervisor DeMartini commented that there are a lot of political issues in play regarding the
budget, and services and programs have funding, but the legislature will have to choose to
exercise the power to release funds or come to an agreement before they will be able to
distribute funds for the programs.
• Maria Childers commented that because the IHSS program is 95% federally funded, there
should be no effect to IHSS provider paychecks even if the State budget continues to be
delayed.
COMMITTEE BUDGET
• Jeff handed out the final committee budget for the ‘06/’07 budget year. The committee spent
just under 50% of the funds allotted. The remaining funds will be
COMMUNITY MARKETING UPDATE
• The costs for the Penny Saver ad which had been previously approved by the committee were
misquoted by Link2Care staff. The ad costs were $1,938 per week, not for 52 weeks.
Link2Care staff had researched the cost for a Modesto Bee ad, which ranged from
approximately $500 to $650 for a single day. Committee members requested research be done
on ad cost for outlying cities as well as other forms of advertising, and the committee will
discuss the options at the next meeting. Connie expressed an interest in finding providers for
the IHSS Registry over finding additional members for the committee.
• The new ad for the ‘07/’08 Eldercare directory was distributed. Connie suggested adding that
transportation to the meeting was available.
GENERAL UPDATE
• Jeff reported there was a lawsuit brought against the City of Oakland for failing to have
disabilities planning as part of their emergency disaster plan. No monetary damages are being
sought, it is just an injunctive request. Dwight Bateman is working with Stanislaus County, trying
to address the problem in our county.
• Robert stated that DHS is sending a Medi-Cal notice requesting all Medi-Cal recipients bring
their BIC cards to doctor appointments. Previously patients could use their social security
numbers and not show their cards, but that will no longer be accepted.
• Mary Burch questioned when planning for the retreat would begin. After a short discussion on
locations, the committee requested Jennifer research some meeting sites and report back next
month.
Meeting adjourned @ 1:48 PM,
Jennifer DeSanto, Recorder
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